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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

Three Parishes Newsletter 

November 2016 
 

 
 
Dear Friends 

 

In our three churches, there are five Readers or, as they are sometimes called, Licensed Lay Ministers 
(LLMs):  Anthony Acton, Teresa Austin, Ken Plant, Trevor Ewins (a Reader Emeritus) and myself.  You will 
easily spot us because, when we lead or assist in worship, we wear, along with our cassock and surplice, a 
distinctive blue scarf.  You may also have noticed a character with a blue scarf called Nigel McCall in a 
recent BBC TV Series called ‘Rev’, who, with his effortlessly irritating manner and extensive knowledge of 
obscure church history, provided a rather dubious example of Reader ministry in the Church. 
 
2016 is particularly special for Readers.  This year, the Church of England is celebrating 150 years of Reader 
ministry in its present form.  To mark this special milestone, the Annual Service for the Rededication of 
Readers and the Licensing of new Readers, led by both bishops of the Diocese of Bath and Wells in Wells 
Cathedral at the beginning of October, included a time of prayer and thanksgiving for Reader ministry 
across the country.  Over 150 Readers from the diocese were present, along with bishops, archdeacons, 
clergy and a large congregation. 
 
So what is Reader ministry?  Readers are lay people who are authorised by a bishop to lead certain services 
of worship or parts of them.  They preach, teach, read the lessons, take communion to the sick and 
housebound and publish the banns of marriage in the absence of a priest.  They conduct funerals, visit 
people in their home and help with baptism and confirmation preparation.  Readers come from all walks of 
life:  they may be MPs, nurses, teachers, doctors, policemen, professors or factory workers.  Reader 
ministry is the only lay ministry in the Church of England that is authorised by the laws of the church.  
There are now over 10,000 Readers in the Church of England and you’ll find them in every Diocese of our 
church, including the Diocese of Europe.  There are readers in the Church in Wales, and in most countries 
that make up the Anglican Communion, including the Falkland Islands.  Training to become a Reader is 
rigorous and focuses especially on developing lay people who are competent, articulate lay theologians.  
One of the great joys of Reader ministry is working together with our clergy in the benefice, supporting, 
collaborating and complementing wherever possible.  
 
1866 marked the beginning of Reader ministry in recognizable modern form in the Church of England.  At 
last, it was accepted that lay people should play a greater part in the ministry of the church.  Now, exactly 
150 years later, clergy and Readers are no longer seen to be the only ministers in the church.  The biblical 
view found in 1 Cor. 12.4-7,11 and Ephesians 4.1-14 that all Christians, without exception, are called to 
ministry is firmly established.  Furthermore, there are a wide variety of Christian ministries.  This is because 
‘ministry’ means ‘service’ and there are many ways in which we can serve.  So, for some, their daily work 
will be their primary Christian ministry. For others, ministry will mean helping with ‘Messy Church’ or 
speaking with people after a service to make them feel welcome.  For others, it might be devoted prayers 
or helping with the creche or serving as a lay pastoral assistant.  As each of us, including clergy and 
Readers, serve in our various ways in the church and in the world, so the body of Christ is built up 
(Eph.4.11-13).  To what ministry or ministries is God calling you?  
         Robin Dixon 
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A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 
 

Monday 9am    Morning Prayer  -  we meet with our 
Local  Ministry Group to pray in St Peter’s Church 
Marksbury 
Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray 
silently with others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 
Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer in All Saints Corston 
 
Prayer Meetings 
Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s 
homes, please see the weekly notice sheet for details 
of where and when these take place – they are open 
to everyone. 
Prayer Book 
 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone 
else, each church has a prayer book in which you can 
write the names of those you would like us to 
remember in our prayers.  
One to one 
There are people available to pray with you if you 
have a particular need or find something within the 
service has challenged or inspired you. Please speak to 
one of the wardens, readers or clergy and they will 
find someone who is willing to pray with you. 
Alternatively, if when you receive Communion, just 
speak to the Rector and she will pray for you then.  

 
 

 
 

  

How Do You Pray 
In the early centuries of the 
Christian church, the ‘Old Men 
and Women’ of the desert used 
to have a saying:  
‘It is through prayer that we 
acquire The Holy Spirit.’ 
They meant this in a two-fold 
way; both that during prayer we 
allow The Holy Spirit access to 
our hearts and minds and also 
that God’s ways and values seep 
into our consciousness and 
change our ways of thinking and 
doing things. (Though they 
would have said that that 
happens to our hearts first and 
only later do our minds learn 
from our hearts.) 
It is very easy for us, versed as 
we are in twenty-first century 
sophistication and ‘modern’ 
knowledge, to dismiss much of 
what they say as being simple or 
uninformed, especially when we 
hear of some of their exploits 
and achievements which can 
seem to our minds so unlikely 
that we might think them 
impossible. However, maybe we 
need to ask ourselves if 

anything is impossible for God….particularly with those who took prayer so very, very 
seriously.Most modern teaching in the many books available on prayer, seems to owe 
everything to these men and women of the desert. 
 

Here are a few quotations: 
‘If you restrict prayer to particular times and places, you will waste the rest of the time. 
Prayer means to see God and engage with God in everything.’ ‘Try to make your intellect 
deaf and dumb during prayer.’ 
 ‘When the mind unceasingly repeats the name of The Lord and the intellect gives its full 
attention…..the light of the knowledge of God overshadows the entire being like a luminous 
cloud.’‘Approach The Immaterial (God) in an immaterial manner and then you will 
understand.’ Prayer is: ‘God’s breath in man returning to his birth/a kind of tune which all 
things hear and esteem/the soul’s blood/the heart in pilgrimage/something understood.’ 
Ken Plant 

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings 
throughout November 

 
Tuesday 8th November,  

52 Uplands Road at 7pm 
Hosted by Monika Earl and led 

by Julia Scott 
 

Thursday 17th November,  
5 Vernon Close at 7.30pm 

Hosted and led by Julia Norris 
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Parish Registers 
 

Baptisms 
 
11th September   Verity Gresford (NSL) 
15th October   Mollie Veaudour (Saltford) 
23rd October   Gabin James Arlo Luc (Saltford)    
 
Funerals  
4th October                         Peter Winch (NSL)                       
12th October                       Bernadette Filer (Saltford) 
18th October   David Parsons (NSL) 
21st October                       Joyce Wilshire (Saltford) 
 
 

Copydate for the December/January Bumper Edition of the Newsletter 
 
Copydate for the next newsletter will be 10th November at the latest. Please deliver all copy 
to the Parish Office. If you produce it on a computer, it would be a great help if you would 
please email it to: scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 
 

Calling All Budding Journalists 
 

The editorial team of the Three Parishes Newsletter would like to invite 
you to contribute short articles, as well as photos to our newsletter, so 
that we can share our stories with others across the benefice. Please send 
any articles to scnbenefice@gmail.com, and we will try to include them. If 
you are not sure if it is the sort of thing we are looking for, have a word 
with Howard Griffiths or Daile first.     

 
 

Shoe box appeal – it’s not too late! 
 
On Tuesday 8th November 2016 we shall meet at my house and 
sort, cover and fill Shoeboxes with items donated. Or alternatively - 
fill a box at home and drop it off at The Bird, Saltford Marina or my 
house (Middle Cottage 48 High Street) and I will take it to Stockwood 
centre. Ideas leaflets available. Get in touch if you would like more 
information  or check out the Samaritains Purse website.   
Lynn Pickup Tel 07771 598124  
 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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Saltford Heritage Centre 

The Saltford Heritage Centre is moving forward and the PCC agreed in principle at its 22nd 
September meeting to proceed with the project in partnership with Saltford Environment 
Group.  
 

Helping keep Saltford clean 
Saltford Wombles have now got street volunteers keeping a lid on litter in a growing 
number of Saltford’s individual streets by regularly picking up the litter before it 
accumulates. This is something we can all do to help. Picking up the litter on the pavements 
outside our own and our neighbours’ homes. Further details about the street volunteers 
scheme can be found on Saltford Environment Group’s website 
(www.saltfordenvironmentgroup.org.uk) – on the “Less Waste” page. If you want to get 
involved contact SEG. 
 

Blue Plaque for Saltford’s humanitarian hero 
 
On 1st October local MP Jacob Rees-Mogg unveiled the 
commemorative Blue Plaque at Saltford House where the 
naval officer, liberator of slaves and benefactor Admiral 
Benedictus Marwood Kelly lived in the 19th Century. 

Jacob Rees-Mogg said "It is important that local 
communities celebrate and mark those who once lived 
amongst them and had made a contribution to important 
issues such as the abolition of slavery. I, therefore, very much welcome the work by Saltford 
Environment Group and Saltford Parish Council to celebrate Admiral Kelly and to revive his 
memory in his local community and further afield so that more people may learn about his 
remarkable life." 

Chairman of Saltford Environment Group Phil Harding, who had carried out extensive 
research on Admiral Kelly, said: "We were astounded to discover what a remarkable life 
Admiral Kelly had lived, his contribution to help end slavery, and significant support for the 
education of children in the 19th Century. His lifetime of serving his country and helping 
those in greatest need can inspire others. We here in Saltford were delighted that Bath and 
North East Somerset Council gave planning permission for the Admiral's blue plaque to 
mark this former resident's important contribution to a better society." 

The web page dedicated to Admiral Kelly which carries full details of his remarkable life can 
be found on Saltford Environment Group’s website – on their history project pages at 
www.saltfordenvironmentgroup.org.uk/history/history010.html 
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News from Saltford School 
 
Harvest Festival 
 
In our EYFS/KS1 Service we really enjoyed a traditional Harvest singing about farmers, fruit 
and vegetables. The Year 2's shared some special prayers that they had written themselves 
and the Reception children made us feel very proud doing their first performance.  
 

Key Stage 2 children celebrated their Harvest Festival with an antipodean theme on 
Thursday. As well as singing both traditional and modern harvest songs, listening to Bible 
readings and joining in with prayers, each class presented poems and songs from Australia 
and New Zealand e.g. a harvest version of Waltzing Matilda, Botany Bay, the Gum Tree song 
and a Maori Haka. This year we also welcomed two residents from The Cheshire Homes to 
our Key Stage 2 service, who gratefully received all the donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Messy Church 
Don’t forget, our first Messy Church is on Sunday 4th November 2016, 4-6pm 
 
Messy Church is a way of being Church for families involving 
creativity, hospitality and welcome, or simply fun and food for all 
ages! It involves a variety of activities, a simple act of worship and 
ends with supper and refreshments for all.  

We look forward to welcoming you. 

 

Circle of Friends 
 

The next meeting of Circle of Friends will be on 6th November where we will be joined by 
Cryril Routley.  He will be giving a talk entitled “Who was Amelia Edwards?” A talk about 
blue plaques fitted in our area. 
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Pre-Christmas Flower & Craft Evening 
  
On 17th November 2016 (7-9pm) we are hosting a pre-Christmas 
flower and craft evening at St Mary's Church Hall. Come along at 
7pm for demonstrations of how to make an elegant Christmas 
flower arrangement; a stunning Christmas wreath; show-stopping 
table decorations; and perfectly wrapped Christmas gifts; you can 
even have a go at making your own Christmas bows.   
There will be a raffle with some excellent prizes and also a chance to purchase a variety of 
homemade Christmassy gifts. We will be serving mulled wine, tea, coffee, mince pies and 
cakes to get us all in the mood for the festive season.  
 
Tickets can be purchased in advance for £5 from the Post Office or by contacting Sarah 
Rees-Leonard (sarah@rees-leonard.com / 07801930664); alternatively they can be 
purchased on the door for £6.  
 
The evening is in support of Christian Aid's Community Partnership work and all money 
raised will go to fighting poverty and injustice around the world, specifically to secure safer, 
healthier futures for women and girls in Ethiopia. 

 
Dorothy House  and Leprosy Mission  

 
I would like to thank most sincerely, everyone who supported my coffee morning last Friday. I 
was delighted with the attendance. The total made was £ 305.00 and I will divide it between 
two such worthy charities. Thank you, Margaret Evans. 
 

The Lord Will Provide 
 

In September letters were sent to all on the Electoral Roll of St Mary’s Church outlining 
the financial position of St Mary’s and encouraging every member to take time this 
Harvest to reflect on their response to the abundant generosity of God. The PCC 
standing Committee would like to thank everyone who has already done this, and to 
encourage those who haven’t to set time aside to do so. 
 
If you haven’t received a letter, or have mislaid it, please collect one from the back of 
the church, or ask one of the wardens for one.                                                 Thank you 

 
The Lord of the Harvest 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://2/
x-apple-data-detectors://3/
x-apple-data-detectors://3/
mailto:sarah@rees-leonard.com
tel:07801930664
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News from All Saints, Corston 
 

Diary 
November 
 
5th   Saturday 10.30am Village Market, Corston Village Hall 
9th  Wednesday      12pm Soup and Pudding Lunch, Corston Village Hall 
10th   Thursday    7.30pm Corston PCC meets in Church 
27th   Sunday   6.30pm “Darkness into Light” – a service for Advent Sunday 
 
December 
 
3rd   Saturday 10.30am Village Market, Corston Village Hall 
 

 

Christmas Market      
 

Christmas is nearly here again – and we are having our usual Christmas Market. 
The date is 3rd December 10.30 – 12 noon. There will be plants (including 
hyacinths and potted cyclamen), cakes, books, jewellery, raffle, Christmas 
Fayre, including crackers and wrapping paper. 
 
Of course what you need while browsing is a cup of tea or coffee, or even 
better a bacon butty, provided by the ladies in the kitchen. Do come 
along and join us, if only for a chat. Any donations of any kind suitable 
for hamper, raffle or cakes, please call Andrew or Judith on  
01225 873669. Thank you.  
 

Bible Study 
 

Bible study will continue in the autumn. The dates for November are the 3rd, 17th and 24th. If 
you would like further information about these stimulating and interesting evenings 
contact Peter or Angela LeRoy on 873023. We meet at 7.30 for 8.00pm start at 8 Brook 
Cottages, and a warm welcome awaits you! 

 
News from Newton St Loe 

 
The Harvest Festival Choral evensong was a traditional celebration of thanksgiving for 
Harvest and a time to remember all the people who made Harvest a special time for the 
village. The Church was beautifully decorated with flowers and produce with gifts for the 
first steps children’s centre at Twerton.  Many thanks to Anna Bernard who directed the 
choir and to Penny Cowman who played the organ - all creating a wonderful atmosphere of 
musical devotion. Teresa led the service and the congregation enjoyed singing the old 
Harvest hymns. This was a lovely occasion made possible by the efforts of many people. 
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Thanks to all the people who have donated to the appeal - over £1000 has been raised 
since the Heritage Trail and afternoon tea at the Mullions.  The next event will be shared 
with the village hall which will be Christmas bazaar and coffee morning with cake and craft 
work. This is on Saturday 26th November 10 am to 12pm.  Please come and bring your 
friends. 
 
 

Bellringing at Corston & Newton St Loe for November 
 

Monday 31st October - Newton 7.30pm 

Monday 7th November - Corston 7.30pm 

Monday 14th November  - Newton 7.30pm  

Monday 21st November - Corston 7.30pm 

Monday 28th November - Newton 7.30pm 

 

If you are interested in learning to ring or would like to look at the bells and 

find out what goes on upstairs in the belfry, please get in touch and we'd love 

to 'show you the ropes!' We have ringers of all ages and you don't have to be 

very strong or even musical to be able to ring bells. I promise your feet will 

stay firmly on the floor too!          

Nicki Lang - Tower Captain, Newton St Loe  (01761 568729) 
 

 

A Message from Bishop Ruth 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

‘Remember, remember the 5th of November, gunpowder, treason and plot…’ 
 

This is a month of memories, not only the violent ones such as Guy Fawkes and those that 
remind us of the horror of war but also more personal ones no doubt.  I remember my dad 
whose birthday falls in November but who died 11 years ago at almost 98.  I remember him 
as someone who taught me what it meant to say ‘sorry’, to be hospitable, and to faithfully 
give his all to God.  He wasn’t a man of many words, preferring a back seat yet providing 
the stability and solidity of one who is passionate about his faith. 
 

Who have been the influences on your life?  Who do you remember as someone who has 
stirred your faith into being?  Who has encouraged you to grow in your gifts and 
discipleship?  Who has prayed for you? 
 

As we develop our diocesan strategy we are seeking to grow confident disciples who can 
live and tell the stories of their faith, who will be influencers and encouragers of the next 
generation.  That’s all of us folks!  You may feel that your part is small or insignificant but 
you have no idea how something you may say or do will impact on another. This month 
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make it one where you look to encourage someone into a deeper understanding of who 
they are in God’s great scheme.  Perhaps there’s someone you know who needs to know 
God really loves them.  Or that they are particularly good at something and should think 
about doing more of it.  Perhaps they have a ministry they are not even aware of but you 
could affirm it.  Be part of their story of discovery and growth! 
 

Yours in Christ,                                                                                                       +Ruth Bath & Wells 
 

A Safe and Welcoming Church for All 
 

The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton is committed to making the Church a safe and welcoming 
place for all through the implementation of our Safeguarding and Safe Recruitment Guidelines. If you have 
any safeguarding concerns regarding children, young people or vulnerable adults, please contact Revd 
Daile Wilshere 01225 355910 or Mrs Sue Dixon, our Safeguarding Officer on 01225 359014. 

  
The Benefice Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment Policy has been updated and outlines our commitment 
to the welcome, care, and protection of all in our Church community. A copy is available for all to read in 
each of the Churches 

 
The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

 
The Parish Office, St Mary’s Office, St Mary’s Church Hall, High Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL Tel: 01225 872275 

scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 
Rector: Revd Daile Wilshere 
dailewilshere@live.co.uk 
Tel: 01225 872275  

 
St Mary’s Saltford 
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133 John Norris 01225 872750 
PCC Email: lynnemould@btinternet.com 

 
Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe 
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Ian Tadd 01225 426489  
PCC Email: newtonpcc@gmail.com 

 
All Saints, Corston 
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Liz Acton 01225 873955 Diane Phillips 01225 873643  
PCC Email: corstonpcc@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:dailewilshere@live.co.uk
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